
	

 
 
 
 

June 23, 2017 
 
Re: Advertisement Number: 2017035C  
 
Fran Spivey 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Blvd, MS93  
Carr Building, Room 215  
Tallahassee FL, 32399–3000  
 
Dear Mr. Spivey, 
 
 On behalf of the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE), we are writing regarding 
Advertisement Number: 2017035C regarding the Volkswagen Settlement funding. We want to ensure that 
the state of Florida maximizes the benefits of the multi-million dollar funding opportunity the 
Volkswagen Settlement, Environmental Mitigation Trust program represents to the state. This funding 
offers a significant opportunity for the state of Florida to increase its energy independence, increase clean 
energy jobs, reduce air emissions, protect public health, and provide cleaner and more efficient 
transportation options for Florida.  
  

For many years, Florida has engaged in reducing diesel emissions through its participation in the 
Southeast Diesel Collaboration (SEDC) and its successful distribution of Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
(DERA) funding, among other programs. The state is well positioned to build on previous successes and 
seek new opportunities to advance Florida’s transportation infrastructure with investments in cleaner, 
more efficient technology. 

 As you know, air pollution is both a public health and a climate change concern. Children, the 
elderly and those with respiratory illnesses are particularly vulnerable. Florida is also seeing once-in-a-
thousand-year downpours and historic floods. The United States Drought Monitor just reported more than 
70% of Florida is in drought today. The statewide average temperature for 26 of the last 27 months in the 
state have all been warmer than normal and global average temperature that drives sea level rise will be 
the biggest problem. 

 In response, SACE recommends that the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
establish a transparent, well-publicized and open stakeholder process for developing the state plan that 
includes participants from local communities around the state and represents diverse interests.  

 Specifically, we recommend that the state of Florida: 

Prioritize investments in electrification, and other advanced low and zero emission technologies over 
natural gas, where technology is available to replace existing equipment. Transportation electrification 
offers the best opportunity for the long-term to reduce emissions – electric vehicles are cleaner, reduce 
dependence on volatile fuels like oil and natural gas, lower cost to fuel and operate, thus offering 



significant economic benefits to the state. In fact, electric buses are proven to offer lower lifetime costs 
than diesel or natural gas buses and the cost of the technology continues to drop. 

Supports emerging cleaner technologies. Clean vehicle technology is consistently evolving. Florida 
should evaluate new, clean technology for construction equipment and other heavy duty equipment. 
Aging transit fleets should be replaced with electric buses, rather than other alternative fuels, to ensure 
maximum emissions reduction in the long-term. 

Prioritize funding in areas with high levels of air pollution and for communities disproportionally 
affected by air pollution. Disadvantaged communities, including communities of color and low income 
areas are particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change and air pollution. Where possible, the 
state should prioritize both electric vehicle charging infrastructure and fleet replacement in these 
communities.  

Maximize the 15% allotment for electric charging infrastructure. Adequate charging infrastructure is 
critical to ensuring that the benefits of electrification are realized. These investments should be 
prioritized in areas where electric fleets and consumer electric vehicles are deployed to support both 
fleets and individuals alike. 

Thank you for your consideration. We believe that all of these steps are both doable and essential 
to ensuring transportation improvements and improving air quality as Florida continues to face rapid 
growth, transportation and climate change challenges.  

 
If you have any questions or require any other information, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Glickman, Florida Director 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
727-742-9003 mobile E: susan@cleanenergy.org 
 

Anne Blair, Director, Clean Fuels 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
865-637-6055x47 E: anne@cleanenergy.org  
 

           
 


